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Rev. Mike Iannelli 
Pastor 
763-425-3879 
pastormikesotg@comcast.net 
 
Barb Seeger 
Administrative Assistant 
763-425-5941 
barbseegersotg@comcast.net 
 
Renee Mosolf 
Administrative Assistant 
763-425-5941 
sotg@comcast.net 
 
Shepherd’s Care Childcare 
763-493-3626 
shepherds_care@hotmail.com 
 
Jane Tyson 
Co-Director 
763-424-5932 
janetyson@comcast.net 
 
Susanne Herrlin 
Co-Director 
763-425-1493 
sherrlin@aol.com 
 
Shepherd’s Prayer Chain 
763-425-5941 
sotg@comcast.net 
 
Marilyn Lodoen 
Stephen Ministry 
763-420-9763 
mlodoen@comcast.net 
 
Shepherd Web Site 
www.sotg.org 

WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

8:00 am – Traditional Service 
 

9:15 am –Education Hour 
 

10:30 am – Contemporary Service 

Your attendance is requested at the January 
Voters’ Meeting.  Come and hear from each 
of Shepherd’s Boards and take a look at and 
vote on the budget for 2009.  Every vote 
counts so come and find out what 2009 has 
in store for Shepherd! 
 

Voters’ Meeting 
Tuesday, January 20, 2009 

7:00p 

����������	 �



2 

What will the New Year 
Bring? 

 
 
 
Happy New Year’s to our Shepherd Family; 
 
As you read the title of this article, you probably thought to yourself that you ask this same question almost 
every New Year.  We all wonder what is to come because we do not know what the future holds, but one thing 
we do know is the One who does.  Knowing that God knows should bring comfort to His children.  It may not 
stop us from wondering but it should at least give us some sense of relief from the unknown.   
 
Every year we seem to go through the same motions when it comes to turning the page from one year to the 
next.  Some people become emotional as they look back and see how many blessing they enjoyed in the past 
wondering if the next year will hold the same outcome for them or not.  Other people express joy as the past 
year may have been difficult and they look forward to the possibility of the New Year bringing better 
opportunities.  There are many other examples that we could give but no matter how we or others feel about the 
New Year we do have Christ’s words to fall back on no matter what our situation.  
 
Jesus said; “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27) 
 
This next year brings many hopes for Shepherd of the Grove.  God 
willing, He will bless us with more ministry opportunities than ever 
before.  The Lord has brought us to a point in our history where it 
seems that He is ready to use us like never before to His greater 
glory.  What does that mean for us?  Well, we will have to wait to 
fully see but if you look at all the active people (you) that the Lord 
has put in place at Shepherd, if you see our worship services as a 
Divine blessing (not what we do, but what God does for us and to us 
during worship), if you see Shepherd as ministering to the needs of 
the community everyday of the week, if you see that we have a great 
group of leaders who have vision and desire, if you can see all this 
and put it together where everyone works as a team then you will 
have a little glimpse of the possibilities. 
 
I look forward to serving with you in the New Year and I look 
forward to rejoicing in the day where our Lord will say to all of us; 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
 
PS. As the New Year arrives, Carol and I along with Bonnie & Allan 
Klindworth, Chuck & Pam Tatro, Renee Lehman, Cindy Ketcher 
and 12 other friends are going to be heading to Israel for 2 weeks.  
We will have much to talk about when we get home.  Please keep us 
in your prayers as we journey to the Holy Land and grow in our 
biblical appreciation for all that God has done for us and the world.  
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From Shepherd’s Care…  
 
I love the ministry of Shepherd’s Care.  I truly enjoy telling the children all the Bible stories we cover 
throughout the year, but the Christmas story is one of my favorites.  We have so many books and 
from the book with the simple verse of “the baby is coming” to the one with the most beautiful 
illustrations, each one tells this old story in its own unique way.  It never gets old.  The songs are the 
same way.  From “In a Little Stable” to the cute new songs the Sunday School children sang, each 
one is special and tells the story.   
 
As I grow in my knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith, I try to share that with the 
children.  I have learned that an important step in helping to build faith in little ones is to help them 
understand what it means in their lives today.  Some of those leaps are hard for the children to make, 
but it is important that we try.   
 
As we celebrate Jesus’ first coming as a baby on that Christmas so long ago, we wait for Him to 
come again.  And as we wish Him a Happy Birthday, we look forward to Easter when His reason for 
coming becomes clear to us.  In my teaching I try to bring both of those points in at some time in our 
Christmas Jesus stories. 
 
I’m glad so many of you were able to join us for our annual Christmas service.  We have been doing 
these little “programs” for many years, but they have always been held during the week.  This year 
was the first time we were part of a larger service.  We had 17 children take part in our program and 
they all did an excellent job of telling you the story.  I want to thank all the teachers for their part in 
preparing the children, all the parents for making that Sunday a priority for them and bringing their 
children, and you, for being there.   
 
Now that it is all over, we (the teachers) can relax and just enjoy the season.  We have decorated our 
tree, made ornaments and other Christmas projects, heard many Christmas books, and sang songs.  
I often hear the children singing “In a Little Stable” when putting together our nativity puzzle and 
playing with one of our many nativity scenes.  If a teacher joins in the song, many more children will 
join as well, and soon the joy of Christmas just permeates our part of the building.  These little 
children know Jesus and they love Him.  It is a new and tender faith, but it is real.   
 
Our job as teachers is to nurture this faith while God gives us the opportunity.  Through our words, 
actions, and lessons we can share our joy with them and help them to understand what it means.  
Praise God for this opportunity to help these little ones grow in their faith. 
 
Please pray for health for our teachers, safe travel for our families, and peace and joy in this 
Christmas season for everyone at Shepherd’s Care.  Join me in thanking our great volunteers:  
Grace, Bernice, Mary Ellen, Evelyn and Shirley.  They have been a life saver in staffing toward the 
end of the day.   
 
Everyone at Shepherd’s Care wishes you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  May God 
continue to bless you. 
 
In our Shepherd’s Care, 
 
Jane Tyson 
Co-Director 
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If your birthday/anniversary is missing or 
incorrect, please contact Renee at the church 
office so we can update our church records. 
 

Birthdays:  
 

Jeanette Hughes January 3 
Lorry Hedlund January 5 
Tracy Wolf January 7 
Alan Johnson January 8 
Dylan Jackson January 10 
Diane Margenau January 11 
Annika Schany January 11 
Jan Barber January 12 
Eric Schulz January 13 
Nancy Meyer January 14 
Joe Pickar January 14 
Kathy Epperly January 15 
Pastor Mike Iannelli January 15 
Barb Augustin January 18 
Roger Koch January 20 
Cory Weslander January 21 
John Pennoyer January 22 
McKenna Schulz January 24 
Melissa Lunderby January 25 
Randy Tyson January 25 
Stacey Hedlund January 26 
Dorothy Schoenmann January 30 

 
 

Anniversaries:  
 
Aubin & Robin Davis January 29 11 years 
 
 
 
Baptized  
December 21, 2008�
Ashley Schommer�
daughter of Scott & Jonna Schommer 
 
 
Welcome New Members  
Marilyn & Airika Brinkman 
Dewy Kristi, Jordan & Spencer Ledin 
Eric, Jennifer & McKenna Schulz 
 

 

 
Board of Parish Life Events 

 
"PASTA TOPPINGS COOK-OFF"
��

When: Saturday, February 7th at 5:30 PM 
Where: Shepherd of the Grove 
  
Dig out those favorite recipes once again!  The 
Parish Life Committee is hosting a Pasta 
Toppings Cook-Off.  You bring the sauce ... we'll 
cook the noodles!  We are looking for 6 members 
(Not in the same household, please!) to bring 
their favorite pasta sauce to be tasted and judged 
by their fellow members at SOTG. All in 
attendance (other than those competing) will be 
the judges. We will supply the noodles (spaghetti 
& one other type), french bread and beverage.  
We are asking for 6 other members to bring a 
dessert item to share.  Sign up sheets will be 
posted on the revolving bulletin 
board. Questions? Call Roger & Rhonda Koch 
763-559-9010. 
  
We will also be collecting non-perishable food 
items for C.R.O.S.S. Food Shelf that evening.  
  
All members are invited to come for food and 
fellowship!  Please join us! 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO PICK 
UP YOUR NEW GREEN 

DIRECTORIES!! 
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STEWARDSHIP 

An Easy Way To Give 
 
 
Simply Giving® is a program offered through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  It is a 
way for you to continually support Shepherd of the Grove without the hassle of a 
checkbook.  This program is available to everyone at no cost to you or Shepherd.  You 
don’t have to be a member of Thrivent to participate.  How does it work?  Thrivent, 
through Vanco Services, will debit your checking or savings account the amount of your 
donation at the frequency you select; weekly, semi-monthly or monthly.  Amounts and 
frequency can be adjusted at any time.  All you need to do is stop in the church office for 
an authorization form.  It’s easy and best of all, Shepherd can depend on a steady income 
which will enable us to move forward in faith to grow and to serve.   
 
Services can be put on hold or discontinued at your request. 

 

GivingPlus® Program 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans helps its members contribute even more to Shepherd of the 

Grove through the GivingPlus Program.  For every $2 contributed to Shepherd’s Care Childcare 

Center by benefit members of Thrivent, an additional $1 will be matched up to $600 of donations 

per member. 

 

How Can You Contribute? 

�  Write your check(s) out to Shepherd’s Care (you may have more than one check matched). 

�  Place your check into your offering envelope, mark it “Thrivent” and place it in the offering 

plate. 

�  When you have reached the $600 match limit, you will be asked to sign a simple form 

requesting the matching funds. 

�  When done, tell others how easy it is to match a donation. 
 

Increase Your Gift Through Volunteering 

When you give at least 25 hours of volunteer service to Shepherd’s Care, Thrivent Financial will 

contribute an additional $25.  Thrivent Members are eligible to add this volunteerism gift to one 

GivingPlus gift per year.  
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MITE BOX SUNDAY 
January 18th  
 

JANUARY MEETING 
Tuesday, January 27th at 6:30 pm 
Hostesses:  Grace Kackman & Barb Seeger 
 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
 

Serve The Lord With Gladness 

WE NEED YOU!!!  
 

There are many opportunities for you to serve 
the Lord on Sundays; not just by coming to 
church but lending a hand and helping out.  
Our services wouldn’t run very smoothly if it 
weren’t for the many volunteer positions we 
have such as usher, sound, projector, reader, 
camera, nursery, etc.  Please check the serving 
page and see if you could fill in any O P E N 
spots you see.  Sign-up sheets are on the 
bulletin board.  If you don’t see a sign-up for 
something you are interested in, talk to Renee 
or Barb in the office.  THANK YOU!!  

Truth Seekers are Going Sledding! 
 
On Saturday, January 24th, grab your sleds and 
bundle up for some winter fun!  The youth will be 
sledding in Maple Grove (weather permitted). We 
will meet at church at 10:30am and carpool over.  
Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.  After, we’ll 
be going to McDonalds. Alternate 
plan is to go to Brunswick Zone in 
Brooklyn Park.  Get ready for a 
fun day! 

www.joyfultoons.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A 2009 Flower Calendar can be 
found on the stationary bulletin 
board by the church office.  
Please sign up for the special 
dates you would like to place 
flowers on the altar for Sunday ... 
family birthdays, anniversaries, 
etc.  You may shop yourself for 
the plant or flowers, or you could 
bring them from your own 
garden.  Our own Linda Evans, 
763-420-6135, would be happy to 
help you with your bouquets ... as 
flowers are one of her passions.   
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S E R V I N G                J A N U A R Y                        2 0 0 9 
 

 
ALTAR GUILD:      4 Group 5  -  Arlene Meyer, Alma Christenson, Susanne Kinnear 
  Communion Sun. 11 Group 5       Kathy Anderson,  Karen Webster 
  8:00a – 1st & 3rd 18 Group 1  -  Carol Iannelli, Shirley Mingus, Renee Mosolf, Amy Corona 
  10:30a – 2nd & 4th 25 Group 1  
 
COFFEE & DONUTS:  Sweet Servants 
 
 
          8:00 am           10:30 am 
GREETERS:    4 Pauline Foley & Ruth Haines 
   11 Gary & Bernice Easler 

18 Arlene Meyer 
 25 Ken & Lou Grams 
 
SCRIPTURE   4 John Pennoyer Praise Team 
   READERS: 11 Judy Lau Praise Team 

18 Rhonda Koch Praise Team 
 25 Pauline Foley    Praise Team 
 
CHILDREN’S   4 XX Pastor Mike 
   MESSAGE:  18 XX O P E N 
 
SOUND:    4 John Pennoyer   David Breutzmann 
   11 Randy Tyson    David Breutzmann 

18 John Pennoyer   O P E N 
 25 Randy Tyson    O P E N 
 
PROJECTOR:   4 Judy Bierbrauer   Bonnie Klindworth 
   11 Barb Seeger    Amy Corona 

18 Bev Fricke    Eddie Burns 
 25 O P E N    Renee Mosolf 
 
ELDERS:    4 John Pennoyer Derek Mosolf 

11 Dave Margenau Lawrence Hiles 
 18 John Pennoyer Derek Mosolf 

25 O P E N O P E N 
 
NURSERY:   4 XX Amy & Anna Corona 

11 XX Renee Mosolf 
 18 XX O P E N 

25  XX O P E N 
 

TELLERS:    4 Pam Tatro 
        11 Nate & Julie Pratt 
   18 Cindy Dreier 

25 Randy Tyson 
 
USHERS:  8:00a   Group 2E Maynard Noetzelman, Ken Grams, Web Webster, Bob Reinke 
   

10:30a  Group 2L Lorry Hedlund, Cindy Dreier, Arnold King, Terry Hedlund 
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Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran Church 
and Childcare Center  
11875 West Eagle Lake Drive 
Maple Grove, MN  55369 
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